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leave him guardian, or rather heir, of his earthly goods*
Using the deceitful subtlety of human cunning, he
strove in long talks to turn aside the young heart from
the fulfilment of the purpose it had formed, and prom-
ised, with many a flattering word, that this active
life would be more tolerable to the child's tender years
than the contemplative life of the monastic warfare:1
that so he might restrain the boy from the attempt to
carry out this purpose; and incite him to the vo-
luptuousness of mundane luxury. But the saint was
already in his boyhood filled with God's spirit; and
the more his father held him back, the more he took
stout heart, and anxiously panted to provide himself
a treasure in heaven,2 and to join himself to the
sacred study of letters. And it happened in wondrous
wise, as ever the divine compassion is wont to act, that
God in his foresight bestowed upon his young soldier
consolation in his undertaking and an increase of
anxious desire, and a hasty change of mind in the ob-
stinate father: so that at one and the same instant of
time sudden sickness crept upon the father, whom the
unexpected moment of death already threatened; and
the boy's pious desire, long balked, increased most
swiftly, and, with the aid of the Lord God, was fulfilled
and perfected in its increase.

For the saint's father according to the flesh, when
by the wonderful judgment of the dispensation of

1  See Euglppius, The Life of Saint Severing, English translation
(Cambridge, 1914), p. 45, n. i.

2  Matthew, vi, 20; Luke, xii, 33.